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law. Although he always recognized the claims of natural
love and affection, as in choosing his wife, in helping his father,
or providing for his children, and set these far above riches,
his own deep-rooted habits of personal thrift and self-denial
were carried to a point which drew upon him the mockery of
his envious contemporaries and of malicious historians. Yet
these same habits, unpleasing though they may seem, were
an essential part of his character as a gatherer, as a builder
and a founder. They were mitigated or often baffled by the
pervasive kindness of his nature. They arose from the same
methodical, patient, matter-of-fact spade-work which charac-
terizes all his conduct of war, and formed the only basis upon
which the great actions for which he is renowned could have
sprung. His handling of his private affairs was as grave, as
strongly marked by common sense, and as free from indulgence
or unwisdom as his conduct of politics and war. His private
fortune was amassed upon the same principles as marked the
staff-work of his campaigns, and was a part of the same design.
It was only in love or on the battlefield that he took all risks.
In these supreme exaltations he was swept from his system and
rule of living, and blazed resplendent with the heroic virtues.
In his marriage and in his victories the worldly prudence, the
calculation, the reinsurance, which regulated his ordinary life
and sustained his strategy, fell from him like a too heavily
embroidered cloak, and the genius within sprang forth in
sure and triumphant command.
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